JACK BLEWIT
the highway, he stole a horse out of a field by Marylebone.
Still wanting a saddle, pistols and other accoutrements, he
was obliged to sell the horse to buy all materials to make
him a complete highwayman, and proposed to steal another.
To Smithfield he rides to make the best market he could,
but he had scarce rode a turn or two before the owner came
up and challenged his horse; so poor Jack, being appre-
hended, and carried before a magistrate, was committed to
Newgate.
When he was tried, being condemned, he most earnestly
begged the Court to show him mercy, by transportation,
or any other punishment but death. As it was his first
crime, and the prosecutor had his horse again, it was his
good luck to obtain a reprieve, and to plead to a pardon, too,
within three or four months after his confinement.
Jack now being at liberty again, he was put to his trumps
how to live; and though he was unsuccessful in his first
attempt at thieving, he would yet venture a second time,
resolving now to lose the horse or win the saddle. But his
thoughts not aspiring to great matters, as they did at first,
he was resolved to try how Fortune would smile on his
adventures on the footpad; so one evening, going over
Clapham Common, he overtook a gentleman riding softly
along, whom unawares he knocked off his horse, by giving
him an unlucky blow under his ear, which killed him. He
fell to rifling him, and took from him forty guineas and a
gold watch worth twenty guineas more. When he had
done this, putting one of the deceased's feet into one of
the stirrups, the horse dragged him up and down the
Common an hour or two before he was taken up. At last,
being carried to a house, and the coroner sitting on his
body, the inquest brought in his death to be occasioned
by accidentally falling off his horse, though he had lost
his watch and money, which they supposed were dropped
out of his breeches by the position he was in, of his head
downwards, whilst he was dragged about the Common.
Having thus by this complicated piece of villainy lined
his pockets. Jack made the best of his way to Yorkshire,
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